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County Agent’s Notes:

December 22, 2000

By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture
Although there have been times this fall that it seemed that summer still had it's grip on
the season. Cold weather is here now and it is time to get ready for more cold to come.
Cleaning up your yard and garden will help pave the way for a beautiful spring. A sure sign of
winter are the fallen leaves. Instead of seeing leaves as trash - begin to look at them as treasures.
Fallen leaves can be very valuable as ingredients for a compost pile or as mulch in your beds.
Composting will provide fertile soil for your garden and mulch will protect your beds during the
cold winter months.
After raking the leaves, turn your attention to perennials that may need trimming.
Perennials with sturdy stalks can stay in your garden as long as they have foliage, or as long as
you can stand to look at them. Once you tire of them simply cut them down to the ground and
wait for their spring return. Perennials that tire out and flop over should be cleaned up right
away. Cutting away their foliage and stems will keep them from rotting during the wet and cold
months. If you have ornamental grasses, these can be kept until they start collapsing or shedding
their leaves. Cut the grass back to just a few short stubs. Your evergreen perennials can be
pruned now that cold weather has arrived. Only prune to groom or to get rid of dead stems.
We in the South experience mild winters compared to our northern neighbors, and there
are still garden projects for us during these "cool" winter days. Take time, between Christmas
parties and shopping, to clean up tools, pots, and garden accessories. Cleaning your tools is very

important after each garden project, but too often we forget. So take out all your hand tools,
rakes, shovels, and other tools of the trade and give them a good scrubbing. Clean off your tools
with a stiff brush or a hard spray of water. Let them dry and use a paper towel to get rid of
excess water. After they are dry, coat them with a thin layer of oil to prevent rusting. After a
particular busy summer of gardening you will usually need to sharpen blades and repair the
wooden handles on tools.
Sharpening now is a way to save time later, and you will be so proud of yourself. Blades
on shovels, trowels, and other tools are best sharpened with a file. If you have never sharpened
your tools before, find someone to help you get started, and take care not to injure yourself. It
takes a little skill, but is easy to master. Tools with wooden handles can be sanded to smooth out
rough spots. If a tool has had a really tough season you may want to repaint or stain the wooden
handles. Follow this with a coating of varnish or waterproof stain to protect the wood.
In addition to cleaning tools, clean out your pots (those without plants). With freezes
and inclement weather, cleaning out pots is important. Terra cotta and ceramic pots with soil left
in them can crack or split during freezing weather. It is best to empty out the soil, wash them
out, and store them upside down or indoors during the winter. Plastic, metal, concrete, and
wooden containers are more freeze-proof, but can show signs of weathering.
Another winter project is to look out for the birds. This time of year keep fresh water and
food available for the bird population. Food becomes scarce in the winter and after this
summer's drought, food will be especially hard to find. Birdseed is not that expensive and the
reward of watching the birds far outweighs the expense. If you have birdhouses, clean them out
to welcome new guests.

Please don’t forget about our 2001 Master Gardener course starting the last week of
January. We are still looking for a few good people who love to garden. Call us after the
holidays at
e-mail

, or drop a note to P.O. Box
.

Have a happy and safe holiday season.

in Kosciusko. You can also contact us by

